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Henry  Wager  Halleck 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


71.1*01  0?S  o4°ii 


•vvuuuu  buuuu    tnan  tms  general  order 


ifASurNGTo^r.  THe"  Wash- 
ington correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer 
gives  some  important  information  wn  military 
matters : 

Gen.  Halleck  arrived  on  Tuesday  evening,  and 
at  once  waited  on  the  President  A  long  confer- 
ence took  place  between  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr. 
Stanton  and  the  Now  General-in-Cnief,  in  which 
the  President  informed  him  of  his  appointmout, 
and  gave  his  views  upon  the  future  management 
of  the  war.  Gen.  Halleck  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment, and  thanked  the  President  for  his  confi- 
dence in  thus  honoring  him;  assuring  him  that 
his  whole  energies  should  bo  devoted  to  suppress- 
ing the  rebellion  and  establishing  the  supremacy 
of  the  Government.  He  will  at  onue  enter  on  the 
discbarge  of  the  duties  of  his  position,  and  to- 
morrow 'he  President  will  issue  a  general  order  to 
that  effect. 

There  is  some  foundation  for  the  report  that 
Gen.  Fremont  is  about  being  assigned  to  a  new 
command.  Efforts  are  being  made  by  influential 
parties  to.  have  him  assigned  to  the  Department 
of  Texas,  and  to  allow  him  a  sufficient  force  to 
operate  in  that  State  against  the  rebels.  The 
Government  is  assured,  by  influential  Union  ref- 
ugees from  Texas,  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
German  population  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
State  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and 
that  they  only  await  the  arrival  of  a  national 
force  to  declare  themselves,  and  to  take  active 
measures  to  vindicate  the  cause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union. 


THK^PEMiDEiiV'B/dEDBB,  appointing  ten. 
Balleck  as  General-in-Chief  of  the  whole  land 
forces  of  the  United  States,  is  dated  July  11th— 
the  next  day  after  hia  return  from  his  visit  to  the 
army  of  the  Potomac. 


The  Washington  correspondent  tf  the  New  York 
Evening  Post  says  that  the  President  informed 
a  distinguished  gentleman  on  Saturday  last  that 
he  left  military  matters  entirely  to  Gen.  Halleck  • 
that  the  general  principles  on  which  the  war  is 
to  be  managed  come  within  the  province  of  the 
President  and  his  Secretary,  but  all  matters  pure- 
ly military  are  left  to  the  General-in-Chief 


The  liberty  of  the  Press  is  essential  to  the 
Security  of  Freedom,  and  should  be  main- 
**\u«d  as  the  ^Jgis  of  our  National  WeaL 


WORCESTER,   MASS. 


MONDAY     EVENING.    MAY    8,     1865. 


General    Malleoli's     Amnesty     Order. 

General    Halleck   has   issued  an  order   to 
General  Ord,  in  which,   first,    he  asserts   that 
all    persons   whatever  in  the  South  may  take  j 
tiie  amnesty  oath  ;  and  secondly,  he  adds  that   j 
"those  who  are  excluded  from  the   benefit   of  , 
such    oath"  may  make  special  application  for   I 

i 
pardon.  j 

From  this  the  New  York  Evening  Post  in- 
fers that  the  amnesty  oath  is  to  be  regarded  as 
of  equal  value  with  the  formal  ••declaration  o* 
intentions"  which  a  foreigner  is  required  to 
make  as  the  first  step  towards  becoming  a  cit- 
izen. The  "amnesty  oath"  is  a  solemn  obli- 
gation to  defend  and  obey  the  constitution 
and  laws  o:  the  United  States,  the  acrs  cf  ; 
Congress,  and  the  proclamations  of  the  Presi-  J 
dent  in  'egard  to  slavery  until  and  so  far  as 
the  last  are  passed  upon  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

•  •Those  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  (he  oath" 
are,  it  is  inferred,  all  above  the  rank  of  colonel 
in  the  rebel  armies  and  navy  ;  all  who  had 
served  the  United  States  government  and  af- 
terwards took  service  in  any  capacity,  civil  or 
military,  under  the  rebellion ;  and  the  civil 
ofticers  of  Davis  down  to  a  certain  grade. 

We  do  not  yet  hear  what  is  the  condition, 
ad  interim,  of  those  who  take  the  oath  but  are 
not  entitled   to   its    benefits.     This   act    will 

•  'constitute  a  claim  for  executive  clemency," 
says  General  Halleck;  from  which  it  would  ap- 
pear that  executive  clemency  may  be  refused, if 
the  special  case  should  make  it  advisable  ;  and 
we  supose,  in  that  case,  the  individual  will 
have  to  take  his  chance  of  punishment  under 
the  law. 

That  is  to  say,  if  Davis,  or  Hunter,  or  Ben- 
jamin, or  Mason,  or  Letcher,  or  Faulkner,  or 
any  other  person  of  that  class  should  lake  the 
amnesty  oath  he,  would  not  thereby  secure 
exemption  from  trial  and  punishmenr,  un- 
less the  Executive  should  use  the  pardoning 
power  in  his  special  case,  which  we  pray  to 
God  and  we  are  confident  will  never  happen, 
as  long  as  Andrew  Johnson  is  President. 
On  the  other  hand  the  rank  and  file— the 
masses  of  the  sor them  population— are  invi- 
ted to  accept  and  take  the  amnesty  oath,  and 
by  implication  at  least,  receive  the  assurance 
that  this  will  cover  up  all  their  offences  against 
the  government,  and  restore  to  them  the  rights 
of  citizens. 

Gen  Halleck's  order  would  seem  to  leave 
the  law  to  take  its  course  in  regard  o  the  lead- 
ers and  originators  of  the  rebellion,  the  men 
to    whom    the   guilt   of  the    last   four    years' 


bloodshed  attaches,  and  who  have  shown 
themselves  to  be  desperate  criminals,  danger- 
ous to  the  commmnity.  In  regard  to  this 
general  subject,  Judge  Holt  of  Kentucky  said, 
in  a  speech  delivered  at  Charleston  on  the  very 
evening  when  Mr.  Lincoln  was  assassinated  : 
••It  is  the  duty  of  government,  not  by 
words  for  thev  are  already  found  in  our  con  ■ 
.titutinn  and  laws,  but  it  is  its  duty  by  stern 
implacable  action  to  stamp  upon  this  mon- 
strous crime  against  our  national  llfe.and  upon 
the  parricides  who  have  committed  it  the 
brand  of  an  undying  infamy— an  infamy  so 
black  and  loathsome  that  the  generation  to 
which  we  belong  shall  shrink  from  it  with 
horror,  and  those  which  are  to  follow  us  will 
recall  it  wilh  a  shudder.  Let  us  beware,  lest, 
under  the  impulses  of  a  mUtuken  magnanim- 
ity we  impiously  assume  to  be  wiser  than 
God,  in  claiming  that  crime  can  be  repressed 
without    punishment."  ,     , 

He  described  the  rebel  leaders  as—  "cnmin 
alf  with  whom  we  can  mak(-  no  compromises, 
without,  in  the"  judgment  of  mankind,  and  at 
the  bar  of  history,  becoming  criminals  our- 
selves ;  without  giving  an  absolute  respecta- 
bility and  a  new  growth  to  the  sentiment  of 
treason  in  the  South,  and  turning  loose  in 
those  distracted  states  a  band  ot  unwhipped 
malefactors,  with  their  hands  tilled  with  the 
sefds  of  another  rebellion,  to  be  by  them  scat- 
tered aid  planted  at  their  will. 

For   the    masses    of  the    southern    people, 
Judge  Holt  said, 

—••the  men   who   have   blindly   followed  the 
standard  of  this   revolt,    let  there  be  full  and 
free  pardon,  if  you    will,    on    their  sincere  re- 
turn to  their  allegience  ;  though   it  does  seem 
to  me  that  it   would   b».   but   decent  to  allow 
tnese  thrice-guilty  rebels  a  little  time  in  which 
to  wash  the  blood    of  our   brothers  from  their 
hands  before  we  hasten  to  offer  them  our  own. 
But  as  for  the  original    conspirators  and  lead- 
ers, who  through  long  years  in  the  C-pitol,  in 
the  Cabinet  and  in  the  army  too,  deliberately 
prepared  this  rebellion;    who  without  pretense 
of  wrong  or  provocation,  traitorously  set  it  on 
foot   who  have  pressed  it  forward  with  all  the 
malignity  of  fiend?,  and  with  all  the  cowardly, 
revolting   cruelty   of  savages  ;  who,    through 
p.-rjury,  and  rapine,  and  arson,  and  butchery, 
have  made  our  once   happy  country  one  great 
house  of  mourning,  and  from  whose  skiru,  in 
the  sight  of  the  Eternal,  there  is  now  dripping 
the  blood  of  mar  half  a  million  of  our  people   | 
—for   these   miscreants,    the   Lcanots  of  the   , 
human  race.  God  forbid   that  there  should  be  j 
shown  mercy  or  forbearance." 

These  are  the  sentiments  of  a  southern 
Union  st— and  it  is  to  the  steadfast  and  long- 
suffering  Union  men  of  the  southern  states 
that  we  have,  after  all,  to  look  for  the  sound 
and  permanent  reorganization  of  society  In 
their  6tates. 

We  hope  and  trust   that  the  administration 
will  not  be  behind   in   its   policy,  the  views  of 
the  distinguished  Kentuckian,  quoted  above, 
now  filling  so  ably    the   important  position  of 
Judge  Advocate  General,    but  who  was  yet  a 
steudfast  democrat  and  supporter  of  Buchanan 
and  breckenridge,   up    to    the   time  the  latter 
turned  traitor  and  the  former  proved  to  be  too 
much  of  a  coward  and  dough  face  to  be  much 
better.    The  speeches  of  President  Johnson, 
lately  made,  of  the  same  tenor   of  the  above 
extracts  from  Judge  Holt,   show  that  we  need 
have   no   fear   of  the   present   administration 
adopting  too  lenient  a   policy  toward  the  infa- 
mous traitors  who  have  done  what  they  could 
to  ruin   the   country,   and  failed,  succeeding 
only  ia  ruining  themselves. 


MERION    STATION,    PENNSYLVANIA  851 


the  suppressed  History.  By  a  Citizen  of  New  York. 
8vo,  uncut,  %  morocco,  N.  Y.  (Denniston  &  Chee- 
tham)    1802.     RARE.     Immaculate.  15.00. 

53.  CHESTERTON,  CECIL.  Author  and  Editor. 
L.  S.  4to,  3  full  pages,  "The  New  Witness",  1916.  Ad- 
vising that  he  is  leaving  for  the  front  and  that  his 
brother  G.  K.  will  take  over  and  carry  on.        5.00. 

AFRAID  OF  LINCOLN  APPOINTMENTS 

54.  CIVIL  WAR.  Halleck,  H.  W.  Major  Gen.  A. 
L  .S.  4to,  2  full  pages.  Washington,  May  16th,  1864, 
to  Lt.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  near  Spottsylvania.  UN- 
USUAL. Marked  "Private".  Allowing  us  a  peep 
behind  the  curtains  of  War  politics  in  Washington. 
Pencil.    We  print  it  in  full.  28.00. 

My   Dear   GenI  : 

I  think  that  you  will  concur  with  me  that  Meade 
and  Sherman  should  be  made  Major  Genls  of  the  army, 
and  that  Hancock  and  H.  G.  Wright  should  be  made 
Brig.   Genls  of  the  army  in  their  places. 

Of  the  four  I  think  Wright  has  the  most  solid 
intellect,  but  as  he  has  heretofore  won  less  distinction 
than  the  others  he  should  be  put  at  the  foot  of  the  list. 

If  you  would  write  a  letter  to  the  Secty  of  War 
urging  these  promotions  I  think  they  would  be  made. 
I  do  not  like  to  see  these  vacancies  left  so  long  unfilled, 
lest  outside  political  influence  may  cause  the  Presi- 
dent to  fill  them  by  the  promotion  of  persons  totally 
unworthy.  I  know  that  influences  have  been  exerted 
in  favor  of  a  man  utterly  unfit  to  hold  any  commis- 
sion in  the  army.  After  your  splendid  victories,  al- 
most anything  you  ask  for  will  be  granted.  The  case 
may  be  different  if  you  should  meet  with  reverses.  I 
therefore  ask  that,  if  you  concur  with  me  in  the  re- 
commendations, you  will  urge  them  now.  I  think  you 
would  fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  doing  so,  if 
I  were  at  liberty  to  tell  you  who  is  a  candidate  for 
one   of   the   vacancies. 

Yours   truly, 

H.    W.    HALLECK. 

55.  CLEMENS  SAMUEL.  The  Prince  and  the 
Pauper.  A  Tale  for  Young  People  of  All  Ages. 
First  Edition.  In  full  polished  calf,  with  the  red 
and  black  leather  labels.  The  rare  orig.  publ. 
binding.    Almost  mint  copy.  16.25. 

56.  CLEMENS,  SAMUEL.  Am.  Novelist  and  Lec- 
turer. A.  L.  S.  8vo,  2  full  pages.  "Edward's  Hotel, 
1872",  addressed  to  "Dear  Fitz  Gibbon".  Interest- 
ing, we  print  a  few  sentences  only,  relative  his 
method  of  work.     Desirable.  13.75. 

as  to  the  article  I  wanted   to  write?     I 

wrote  a  good  deal  of  it  &  fhem  gave  it  up,  partly  be- 
cause it  was  going  to  be  too  long,  &  partly  because  it 
was  too  essentially  literary  in  its  nature  for  such  a 
grave  substantial,  business  looking  paper  as  the  Ob- 
server.    Properly,  it  should  be  a  magazine  article,  but 


Lincoln  And  Halleck. 

Again  and  again,  the  statement  is  made 
.that  thf:  last  scrap  of  information  con- 
cerning Abraham  Lincoln  has  been  uncov- 
ered and  digested.  Every  day,  however, 
'something  turns  up  to  arouse  new  interest 
•in  Lincolniana.  New  leads  are  appearing 
i  all  the  while. 

The   late   Senator   Albert   Beveridge,   who 
began  a  minute  historical  study  of  Lincoln 
«\vhich,   most   unfortunately,    he   was   unable 
'<to    complete    before    his   death,    was    firmly 
,0f  the  opinion  that  the  real  history  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  had  its  beginning  in  Lincoln's 
l  unsuccessful     senatorial     campaign     against 
(Douglas.     His  views  are  recalled  by  receipt 
fof  a  communication  from  William  E.  Marsh, 
IrElmwood,  Conn.,  who   writes: 
*       Fifty  years  ago,   it  was  frequently   ex- 
;■  pressed   that  the   true   story  of  the   Civil 
.   War   would   never   be    told,    for   the    rea- 
'    son  that  the  reputations  of  many   prorn- 
:   inent    men    would    be    destroyed    thereby. 
•;■  The  recent  flood  of  Lincoln  books  is  an 
indication    of    the    revival    of    interest    in 
f  the   fascinating   story  of  this   great   con- 
'  flict. 

i  To  students  of  the  military  history  of 
•'  this  tragic  era,  General  Henry  Wager 
I  Halleck  still  remains  a  very  mysterious 
»  person.  Sadly  neglected  by  historians, 
'  he  receives  only  scant  mention  in  the 
,  vast  literature  of  the  Civil  War,  although 
■  his  influence  runs  throughout  its  entire 
story.  ■ 

As  the  commander  of  our  great  armies 

*  during    this    critical    period    of    national 
''crisis,    he    was    generally    condemned    by 

contemporaries  as  being  utterly  incom- 
*•  petent,  and  was  charged  with  full  re- 
"  sponsibility  for  the  repeated  disasters 
,'"  that  befeli  the  Union  armies  in  the  field. 
I.  Few  men  in  public  life  have  been  made 
J  the  subject  of  such  personal  abuse,  un- 
!  fair  criticism  and  vituperation  as  was 
-•  General  Halleck.    Strange  as*  it  may  seem, 

*  the  most  outspoken  censure  came  from 
MnMnbexs-  of  President  Lincoln's  own1 
...caljfinet?:'  Lincoln,    grievously   irritated    by 

Ithe    attempt     to     ridicule     and     besmirch 
■*  the    character   and    motives    of   his    friend 
.  and   military  adviser,   continued   to    retain 
him  in  high  command  in  spite  of  the   in- 
cessant clamor  for  his  dismissal. 

During    Lincoln's    four    eventful    years 
in    Washington,    no    one    was    more    inti- 
mately associated  with  him  than  Halleck, 
:,  yet  there  exists  no  written  record  of  this 
^  association.     It  appears  very  strange,   in- 

*  deed,  that  historians  have  never  thought 
I  it  worth   while   to   ask  why  Halleck   was 

kept  in  high  command  by  Lincoln,  or  to 
'  explore  the  relationship  existing  bet-ween 
i  them.  ' 

'  Some  day  this  mystery  will  be  solved. 
i  Then  will  simple  justice  be  done  to  a 
j  man  who  unselfishly  served  his  country 
i  with  distinction  during  a  great  crisis  in 
<  our  history,  and  who  deserved  a  far  bet- 
'   ter   fate    than    he    received    at    the    hands 

of  his  contemporaries  and  historians  in 
■  general. 
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